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No Longer World Chess Champion, Magnus Carlsen Sets Sights On Poker

May 03, 2024 Connor

Richards Editor & Live Reporter U.S.

Five-time World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen

shocked the public in July 2024 when he announced that he wouldn't be defending the
titte he had held for a decade. And while lan Nepomniachtchi and Ding Liren were at St.
Regis Hotel in Kazakhstan last month battling to take his place as supreme leader of

the chess world, Carlsen was getting ready for a trip to the sunny Mediterranean

coast.

Carlsen is one of less than a hundred players remaining out of a field over

1,098 entries in the EPT Monte Carlo €5,300 Main Event as part of 2024 PokerStars
European Poker Tour (EPT) presented by Monte-Carlo Casino®, proving that his analytical
genius is far from limited to a 64-square grid.

In his first interview since giving up

his World Chess Champion Title, Carlsen sat down with PokerNews and PokerStars for an
exclusive look at what the future holds for the 32-year-old Norwegian chess

prodigy.

Returning to Monte Carlo

As it turns out, the trip to Monte Carlo was not

Carlsen's first. He came to Monaco 15 years ago, but it was to play a different kind of
tournament.

"l came here to this exact location in Monaco in 2007," Carlsen said,

"because | was playing a (chess) tournament here. And | came to watch the European
Poker Tour because (Russian chess grandmaster) Alexander Grischuk, who was like back
then a top ten (chess) player — (and) is still like a very, very good chess player — he

was playing here in the Main Event. So | went to watch him play."

A decade and a half

later, there's a new grandmaster on the felt.

Magnus Carlsen sits down with PokerNews

and PokerStars for his first interview since giving up his World Chess Champion

title

Carlsen isn't the only contemporary chess star who has taken a liking to poker.
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Popular chess streamer Alexandra Botez is also here at EPT Monte Carlo, as is two-time
United States Women's Champion and PokerStars Pro Jen Shahade.

Are there any other

chess players who Carlsen thinks would excel at poker?

"l think the current World

Champion Ding (Liren) here should be really strong,” he said. "I know from talking to
him, he calculates really quickly in chess is really, really good at math. So I'm sure
he could do well."

"An Interesting Challenge"

Widely considered one of the best chess

players of all time, it is tempting to draw parallels between Carlsen's pivot to poker
and Michael Jordan's infamous (and short-lived) early retirement from the National
Basketball Association to play professional baseball.

But Carlsen, who cited Rafael

Nadal, not Jordan, as his greatest sports influence, said such a comparison would be a
mistake.

"I have no ambitions in poker," Carlsen said. "I like playing, it's an

interesting challenge, but | have no ambitions."

Magnus Carlsen

Without ambitions to be

one of the poker greats, it doesn't bother Carlsen to play under the spotlight with
cameras overhead and viewers at home scrutinizing his play.

"l have no ambitions in

poker. | like playing, it's an interesting challenge, but I have no ambitions."

"l
don't like to take a lot of pride and my poker," he said. "So I'm trying to, you know,

learn a little bit, so it doesn't bother me that much. But if | do something really

stupid, then that's to be expected. So that's fine."

A Natural On the Felt

Despite his

lack of ambition to master the game, Carlsen has demonstrated an impressive aptitude
and understanding of poker. During his appearance on Hustler Casino Live last month,
Carlsen made a heroic call with just bottom pair against content creator Nick Austin to
win a pot ofR$13,775.

Like a seasoned pro, Carlsen assessed, both in the moment and

after the fact, that his opponent would be unlikely to triple barrel with many of his

value hands given how the hand played out.

"l sort of thought he was the kind of player

who showed who would probably show down some weak one pair of hands you had," he told
PokerNews. "So | thought there was a reasonable chance he was bluffing. And, you know,
sometimes ... you just feel it. And then sometimes you're right."

Magnus Carlsen

Even

more impressively, Carlsen made these assessments naturally as he admitted that he
"(doesn't) really study."

"l probably should, but | enjoy, like learning, talking to

people about the hand(s) we're playing.”

Different Games, Similar Strategies

Perhaps

Carlsen's innate abilities at the poker table have to do with the similarities between
poker and the game that earned him five World Champion titles.

"l think the

similarities between poker and chess are more than people would think," he said. "Of



course, there is perfect information in chess, but still, you make a lot of decisions
based on, like, imperfect calculation. So in that sense, it's a little bit of the

same."

One similarity between tournament poker and some chess formats is the use of

shot clocks. As an accomplished blitz player, Carlson has experience making difficult
decisions on the fly.

"l played like a little bit (of blitz) with my friends ... like

during the pandemic,” he said. "And | found it really stressful, really

intense."

Carlsen said he deals with that stress the same way many poker players do: by
listening to music.

"l think the similarities between poker and chess are more than

people would think. Of course there is perfect information in chess, but still, you
make a lot of decisions based on, like, imperfect calculation. So in that sense, it's

it's a little bit of the same."

"Usually when | play ... blitz chess online or even

rapid chess, I like to listen ... to music," said Carlsen. "It sort of helps me calm

down and sort of just use my instinct. But here, I'm not sure of that. | feel that |

have to think more because | have less knowledge. So | feel that like having some of
that noise may just distract me. So | just try to, you know, sit there, follow what's
happening, try and pick up as much as | can.”

Playing on the televised feature table

with high-stakes pro Mike Watson to his immediate left and other accomplished players
like Mark Teltscher and Oleg Vasylchenko just a few seats over, Carlsen certainly has
an uphill battle ahead of him. But if there's anyone up for the monumental challenge,
it may just be the five-time World Chess Champion.

Magnus Carlsen at the feature table
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"Windows" redirects here. For the part of a building, see Window . For other uses, see Windows
(disambiguation)

Microsoft Windows is a group of several proprietary graphical operating system families
developed and marketed by Microsoft. Each family caters to a certain sector of the computing
industry. For instance, Windows NT for consumer and corporate desktops, Windows Server for
servers, and Windows [oT for embedded systems. Defunct Windows families include Windows
9x, Windows Mobile, Windows Phone, and Windows Embedded Compact.

The first version of Windows was released on November 20, 1985, as a graphical operating
system shell for MS-DOS in response to the growing interest in graphical user interfaces
(GUIs).[12]

Windows is the most popular desktop operating system in the world, with a 70% market share as
of March 2024 , according to StatCounter.[13] However, Windows is not the most used operating
system when including both mobile and desktop OSes, due to Android's massive growth.[14]

As of December 2024 , the most recent version of Windows is Windows 11 for consumer PCs and
tablets, Windows 11 Enterprise for corporations, and Windows Server 2024 for servers.

Se vocé esta disposto a colocar um pouco de trabalho, o blackjack oferece as melhores chances.
Estou falando em withdrawal rollback vbet uma vantagem por cassinode: 5% - dependendo da
gual mesa Vocé estiver sentado! (Significando para cada dolar que ele joga e withdrawal rollback
vbet perdera apenas meio centavo em Média.) )
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Vocé ganhe. Nunca!

withdrawal rollback vbet :camisa do corinthians vaidebet

Ministro das Relagcdes Exteriores chinés se reine com
homologo sul-coreano withdrawal rollback vbet Beijing

O ministro das Rela¢fes Exteriores chinés, Wang Yi, recebeu o ministro das Relacdes Exteriores
da Republica da Coreia, Cho Tae-yul, withdrawal rollback vbet Beijing nesta segunda-feira. A
China e a Coreia do Sul, como vizinhos préximos, devem manter intercambios regulares, disse
Wang, a fim de promover o desenvolvimento constante e sélido das relagdes entre os dois
paises.

Reafirmando a amizade e a cooperacéo

Wang observou que as relacdes entre os dois paises tém enfrentado dificuldades e desafios, o
gue néo é dos interesses comuns de ambos os lados, nem € o que a China quer ver. Ele espera
gue a Coreia do Sul trabalhe com a China para cumprir a intencéo original de estabelecer lagcos
diplomaticos, aderir a direcdo de boa vizinhanca e amizade, seguir a meta de cooperacao
mutuamente benéfica, remover perturbacdes e fazer esforgos conjuntos para promover o
desenvolvimento constante e solido das relacdes entre os dois paises.

Fortalecendo a comunicacéo e o respeito matuo

Wang sublinhou a importancia de se entender e respeitar mutuamente, fortalecer a comunicagao
e os intercambios, eliminar mal-entendidos e aumentar a confiangca mutua. Ele espera que a
Coreia do Sul respeite o principio de Uma S6 China, lide de forma adequada e prudente com as
guestdes relacionadas a Taiwan, e consolide a base politica das relacfes bilaterais. Os dois
lados devem enviar mais mensagens objetivas e positivas, refor¢ar a orientacdo positiva e
fortalecer os intercambios entre pessoas para consolidar o apoio publico as relacdes bilaterais.

Cooperacéo e desenvolvimento matuos

Wang declarou que a China esta acelerando o desenvolvimento das novas forcas produtivas de
gualidade, promovendo o desenvolvimento de alta qualidade e expandindo a abertura de alto
nivel, o que trar4 oportunidades importantes para a Coreia do Sul. Os dois lados devem
aprofundar a cooperacdo mutuamente benéfica, ser parceiros confiaveis e de longo prazo no
processo de desenvolvimento um do outro, opor-se conjuntamente ao protecionismo comercial,
salvaguardar o sistema de livre comércio internacional e garantir cadeias de producéao e
suprimentos estaveis e desimpedidas.

Perspectivas positivas para as relacdes bilaterais

Cho Tae-yul expressou a esperanca de que essa visita se torne um passo importante adiante
nas relacdes Coreia do Sul-China. O governo da Coreia do Sul atribui grande importancia a suas
relacbes com a China e espera trabalhar estreitamente com a China para desenvolver uma
parceria cooperativa estratégica mais saudavel e madura com base no respeito mutuo, na
reciprocidade e nos interesses comuns. A Coreia do Sul esta disposta a aumentar a confianca
mutua, expandir o consenso e focar na cooperacdo com a China, evitando assim as restricdes



geopoliticas tanto quanto possivel e abrindo withdrawal rollback vbet conjunto uma nova situacao
de cooperacao bilateral.
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